
MINUTES OF THE

FERNLEY CITY COUNCIL MEENNG

NOVEMBER 20,2024

Mayor Pro Tem Albert Torres called the meeting to order at 5:12 pm and asked for a recess until the
technical issues were resolved. The meeting was called to order at 5:17 pm.

1.INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

1.1. Pledge of Allegiance
1.2. Oath of Offace and Swearing ln of Newly Elected Official
Judge Matheus administered the oath of office to newly elected Councilman Joe Mendoza.

'1.3. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Pro Tem Councilman Albert Torres, Councilman Ryan Hanan, Councilwoman
Felicity Zoberski, Councilman Stan Lau, Councilman Joe Mendoza, City Manager Ben Marchant,
City Attorney Aaron Mouritsen, Municipal Court Judge Lori Matheus, City Clerk Kim Swanson,
Administrative Specialist I Sandy Harris, City Treasurer Robert Carson, Building Official Charity
Birkel, Planning Director Michele Rambo, Public Works Director Barry Williams, Deputy Public
Works Director Olivia John, Utilities Director Seong Kim. Absent: Mayor Neal E. Mclntyre

Mayor Pro Tem Albert Torres presented Fran McKay with a plaque from the City in appreciation
of her many years of dedication to the city.

Ben Marchant, City Manager, conveyed Mayor Neal E. Mclntyre's deep appreciation for the time
working together and serving the city of Fernley. The Mayor regrets that he is not able to be
here, even virtually, and is very grateful for her service and he would also like to welcome
Councilman Joe Mendoza to the team.

'1.4. Public Forum
There was none

'1.5. (For Possible Action) Approval of Agenda
Motion: I MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. Action: Approved. Moved by: Councilman
Stan Lau, Seconded by: Councilman Ryan Hanan. Vote: Passed, Summary: Yes 5. Yes:
Councilwoman Zoberski, Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres, Councilman Mendoza,
Councilman Hanan.

2. GONSENT AGENDA
2.1. (Possible Action) Approval of Voucher Report
2.2. (Possible Approval) Approval of Busaness Licenses
City Clerk Kim Swanson read the new business licenses.

Motion: I MOVE TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. Action: Approved. Moved by:
Councilman Stan Lau, Seconded by: Councilman Ryan Hanan. Vote: Passed, Summary: Yes
5. Yes: Councilwoman Zoberski, Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres, Councilman Mendoza,
Councilman Hanan.

3. REPORTS - this item is for various public entity representatives to provide general
information to the Council and public. No actaon will be taken.
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4. PROCLAMATIONS BY THE MAYOR

Mayor Pro Tem Albert Torres read the proclamation for Small Business Saturday, November 30,2024,
and presented it to Shannon Ceresola.

5. ORDINANGES

5.1. Discussion and First Reading of Bill #358, an Ordinance related to 2MA24004 to
change the Zoning of +/-1.741 acres located at the southwest corner of Farm District Road
and Westerlund Lane (APNS 021-11,.47 and 021-11.1481 from SF20 (Single Family
Residential, 20,000 square feet minimum) to PF (Public Facility).
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Chief Deputy Mitch Brantingham, Lyon County Sheriffs Department, thanked Fran McKay for her years
of dedication to the city. The department is putting together the statistics for 2024 and will be ready
around February. The department has been working with Councilman Torres over the last couple of
weeks, who has been working with BOR to get a MOU done with the city. That will allow city personnel
and the Sheriffs department to partner to clean up the homeless camp by the Veteran's Cemetery and
get those folks the appropriate resources and work with human resources through the county. The
Shop With A Sheriff is December 13,2024, at Walmart, and theyare still looking for donations. Recently
there were five cadets that graduated and a couple of them will be coming to Fernley. The citizens of
Fernley should expect to see new faces as they keep staffing levels up and keep patrols active and
response times down. He reminded people to keep their cars locked. There have been vehicles stolen
from other areas recovered in our area.

3.1. Reports by City Staff, City Council, and the Mayor, including but not lamited to
monthly statistical reports by city departrnents.

Ben Marchant, City Manager, introduced Seong Kim, the new Utilities Director. He stated that
he had heard from the city's lobbyist, Nick VanderPoel, that Congressman Amodei was able to
pass the Fernley 2023 Lands Bill out of the Natural Resources Plan. lt still must pass the House
and the Senate. City Hall will be closed on November 28th and 29th for Thanksgiving. The Rotary
and the Boys and Girls Club are hosting a free community Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday,
November 28, from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at the Wigwam which is open to everyone. They are also
providing meals for the home bound on Wednesday, November 27th.

Barry Williams, Public Works Director, reminded the public that the Shadow Lane Re-
construction Project had started.

Councilman Ryan Hanan welcomed Councilman Joe Mendoza.

Councilwoman Felicity Zoberski welcomed Councilman Joe Mendoza and Seong Kim. She
congratulated The Fern 45 for raising over $100,000.00 for Veterans.

Councilman Stan Lau welcomed Councilman Joe Mendoza and Seong Kim. He gave a shout-
out to a North Lyon County ambulance driver who saved his neighbor.

Councilman Joe Mendoza expressed his gratitude for the support and looks forward to serving.

Councilman Albert Torres reminded the public that the deadline for the FCTA grant applications
is November 29th and the grant selections will be made during the December 9th FCTA board
meeting at 6:00 pm. FSCAC Angel Tree is located at City Hall by the Clerk's Office and will be
accepting applications until November 22nd. They are hoping to have the MOU from the Federal
Assistance by the end of the week. lt is BOR property that is being overseen by BLM, and their
contract and MOU have expired.



Michele Rambo, Planning Director, presented the first reading of Bill #358. The discussion and
final adoption will be at the December 18th meeting.

6. STAFF REPORTS

6.1. (For Possible Action) Discussion and possible action regarding an appeal by City
Councilwoman Fran McKay of the Planning Commission's approval of CUP 24004, a
Conditional Use Permit request by Wood Rodgers on behalf of Douglass Development
for the construction of a "mini-warehouse" (self-storage) facility on a parcel ts.0O-acres
in size and generally located north of Farm District Road between Camille Drive and
Jenny's Lane (APN: 020-351-08).

Michele Rambo, Planning Director, stated that at the City Council meeting on October 2,2024,
the City Council approved ZMA 24003 in anticipation of a forthcoming Conditional Use Permit.
Councilwoman McKay requested that the CUP be brought forward to the Council for review after
the Planning Commission made their decision. On October 9,2024, the Planning Commission
approved CUP240O4 by a unanimous vote of 7-0.

Derek Kirkland, Wood Rogers, stated this project started back in August. He stated they met
with the neighbors, which was a very important step in this process. The design of this project
was presented to the neighborhood, and through that process got their support and listened to
their input. There have been no changes to the design since that time. He stated the
neighborhood wanted to see the projects come forward, but they wanted to make sure, because
of the C2 zoning, that if the project were to change from a mini storage, that there was a condition
that the zoning would revert to Cl . We agreed to that. As part of that, Council wanted to see
that CUP come back. That zoning map amendment was approved. There were no public
comments on that project.

Eric Hasty, Wood Rogers, stated this is a typical storage facility. There is not going to be any
access along George Lane. This is a low generation on utilities. There are 2 retention ponds,
that will be located on site to help with drainage issues that are currently on site, and to also
accommodate any of the additional flows that are generated from the imperious services.

Motion: I MOVE TO UPHOLD THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE OF CUP24OO4

WITH NO CHANGES. Action: Approved. Moved by: Councilman Ryan Hanan, Seconded
by: Councilman Stan Lau. Vote: Passed, Summary: Yes 5. Yes: Councilwoman Zoberski,
Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres, Councilman Hanan, Councilman Mendoza.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS

7.1. Fot Discussion and possible action, a second reading of Bill # 357, regarding
proposed amendments to Title 6 - Animals of the Fernley Municipal Code regarding
community guidelines, breeder prohibitions, and animal cruelty penalties.

RanDee Gahr, Animal Control Officer, gave a presentation regarding the changes to the code.
These are some changes that need to be made to keep up with the current NRS. She reviewed
the changes that included, adding a violation for nuisance barking, animal abandonment and
breeder permits. She stated NRS 574353 requires each jurisdiction to have a breeder permit
process which we currently do not. Unregulated backyard breeding is one of the largest issues
which creates overcrowding and shelter overpopulation nationwide. lf approved, this Ordinance
will create a breeder process that outlines how and when dogs can be bred, the number of times
a year, the age of the females, and to restrict the litters that are being born. lt encourages people
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to breed ethically and not just for profit. ln joining similar municipal laws passed in the cities of
Reno, Mesquite, and Las Vegas, it is in the best interest of the animals in this city to ban the
commercial sale of dogs, puppies, cats and kittens, in retail stores. By banning these business
practices before applications are received, we can ensure that proper breeding and disease
abatement protocols are followed by ethical breeders.

Councilwoman Felicity Zoberski asked if the breeder permit was for dogs and cats or all animals.

RanDee Gahr stated that it is for dogs only. ln the future, they plan to do something about cats.
There wouldn't be any restrictions on livestock.

Public comments:

Charity Birkel asked what the regulations are going to be for barking dogs.

RanDee Gahr stated that the process would be the same as the current process. The only thing
that would change is that they would require 2 different households to submit statements.

Motion: I MOVE TO APPROVE BILL #357, AND ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6 ANIMALS
OF THE FERNLEY DEVELOPMENT CODE AS PRESENTED BY STAFF. Action: Approved.
Moved by: Councilman Ryan Hanan, Seconded by: Councilman Stan Lau. Vote: Passed,
Summary: Yes 5. Yes: Councilwoman Zoberski, Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres,
Councilman Hanan, Councilman Mendoza.

8. ITEMS REQUESTED BY MAYOR OR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

8.1. Possible Action requesting a future agenda item to look into land, and a building for
a future animal shelter. (Councilman Hanan)
Councilman Ryan Hanan stated that it is imperative to move forward with this.
Motion: I REQUESTA FUTURE AGENDA ITEM TO LOOK INTO WHAT IT'S GOING TO TAKE
TO LOCATE A PIECE OF PARCEL, BUILD AN ANIMAL SHELTER, AND ANY OTHER
ACCOMPANIMENTS. Action: Approved. Moved by: Councilman Ryan Hanan, Seconded by:
Councilman Stan Lau. Vote: Passed, Summary: Yes 5. Yes: Councilwoman Zoberski,
Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres, Councilman Hanan, Councilman Mendoza.

8.2. Possible Actaon requesting a future agenda item to look into establishing a committee
for future development of the Community Response and Resource Center.
(Councilwoman Zoberski)
Councilwoman Felicity Zoberski requested a future agenda item to look into establishing a
committee for future development of the Community Response and Resource Center. This is
just creating the committee. That doesn't mean making any changes to the phases that we have
now but future development. She wanted to start establishing a relationship with the Community
Foundation, our community and council ahead of time before the end of the session.
Councilman Stan Lau stated that he spoke with the city's lobbyist, Nick VanderPoel. He had
concerns, because right now we're in the middle of negotiating with the legislature. We can get
a committee to just discuss the future of everything if nothing is changed or moved. He stated
he looks fonivard to a committee and have this commiftee expand on future developments for
parks and recrealion.

Councilman Albert Torres stated that having a committee is a good idea. He stressed this is not
for Phase 2 and 3. This would be Phases 4 and beyond, for the CRRC. The session starts in
February, but we cannot not even consider bringing that committee to life until after the session.
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Councilman Ryan Hanan stated he was in full agreement. A proposal has been submitted to
the State, asking for $15 million for Phase 2 and 3. We get a chance every 2 years for something
like this, and it's incumbent upon us to try to do the best we can and gather as much funding as
we can for the city and not jeopardize any future funding.

Motion: I MOVE TO REQUEST THIS BE BROUGHT BACK FOR A FUTURE AGENDA ITEM
FOR ANY PHASE BEYOND 1, 2 AND 3, SO THIS WOULD BE 4 AND BEYOND FOR THE
CRRC OR ANY OTHER COMMUNITY PROJECT ON THAT PROPERTY. Action: Approved.
Moved by: Councilman Ryan Hanan, Seconded by: Councilman Stan Lau. Vote: Passed,
Summary: Yes 5. Yes: Councilwoman Zoberski, Councilman Lau, Councilman Torres,
Councilman Mendoza, Councilman Hanan.

9. ADDRESS REOUEST(S) FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Councilman Stan Lau made a request to have a recreational committee. That would include parks and
recreational facilities.

The next meeting will be December 4,2024.

1I. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before it, the Fernley City Council meeting adjourned at 6:18
pm.

Approved by the Fernley City Council on December 4,2024, by a vote of:

kn^,---
M yor Neal E. lntyre ATTEST: City Clerk Kim Swanson

Page 5 of 5

10. PUBLIC FORUM

Fran McKay stated that the Nevada State Planner of the Year was Derek Kirkland. She also reminded
everyone of the Thanksgiving dinner. Wednesday night they will be delivering meals to shut-ins, and
the list is at the senior center now. The annual Rotary-sponsored Thanksgiving dinner for the
community will be held at the Wigwam Restaurant from 'l pm to 3 pm. Volunteers are needed.

Cody Wagner (Zoom) thanked Fran McKay for all her years of service and congratulated Derek
Kirkland. He stated that he appreciated the conversation around the Community Center. lt was a lot
more logical than the last meeting. He completely agrees with the comments about not spending any
money on this committee or anything like that. His main concern right now is that there is no operating
plan in place for what's being built right now.

Councilman Albert Torres announced that there was cake in the fishbowl for anybody who would like
cake for Mrs. McKay's going away.

AYES 5 NAYS: D ABSTENTIONs: D ABSENT: D
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BILL NO.357

CITY OF FERNIEY

oRDtNArirc 2o2+.!2I

CITY OF FERNI.EY

AI\t ORDINAI{CE AME,NDINGTTTLE 5 OFTEE FTRI\iLEYMTJI\IICIPAL CODE,
AI{IMALS AS TOLLOWS: TEIfI ORDINANCE SEALL Go INIo EF.FECT
DECEMBER 1'I,2024.

Tm, CITY COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF IERI\LEY, hereinafter .the Councll'DO
ORDNN That Sectlon 6 of the Clty of Femley Code of Ordlnances ls amended as follows:

Sec. 6.01 - Dellnltlons

Aninal Aay llvlng creature besldes plants and other than a human being.

Aninal Rescue Organizorrbn AD anlmal rescue otEanlzation means an anlmal control
celter, aElmal shclter, or ronprotrt organlzation that has tax-erempt status under Sectlon
50(cX3) of the Unlted States lntemal Revenue Code, whose mlsslon and practlce ls the
rcscuc artd placement of anlmals ln permanent homes. Thls term doe.r not lnclude aD entlty
that breeden or brtkerc anlmalr or obtahs anlmals li.om breeders or brokers ln erchange
for payment or compensatlon. 

:

At large meant any plece wlthln the lncorporated llmlts of t[e clty, off of the prcmlser of
the owuer or person havlng custody and control ofa dog and not accompanled by aud
unrler the control of the owner or any other responslble person by physlcal rcstralnt or
slgnal command or volce command.

Big Game Anianl means any spccles of anftnrl classllleil as a 4Blg Game Mammal'by the
Nevada Board of lVlldllfe Commlssloner, or s[ccessor entity.

Sire meatrs Oe act of an anlmal uslng lts teeth and laws to press dowa or clt lnto the llesh
or clothlng ofa person or another a mal

Ciry means the Clty of Fernley, an lncorporated mullclpallty of the State of Nevada

Cuslodian means the person, lfum, corporatlon or any other entlty ownlng or otherwlse
havlng lhe care, custody or coltrol ofany Ilvestock or anlmal.

trsaslr means any long, thln plece of rope, nylon, or leather used to tether a dog.

Licensed l/eterinarian means tDoctor of Veterhary Medlclne clrrrently llcensed ln Nevada
to practlce veterinary meillclne pursuant to I\RS 638.090 to 638.134 inclusive, as atneDded,

Liveslock meau:

I



(a) all catlle or anlmals of the bovlne specles

(b) all horses, mules, burros anil asses or animals of the equlne spmles

(c) all swlne or anlmals of the porcine specles

(d) all goats or antnals of the caprlne specles

(e) all sbeep or anlmals of thc ovhe specles, and

(D all alternatlve llvestock such as alpacas and llamas

Ourer means any person ownlng, keeplng harborirg, or havlng charge of or havlng the
care, custody, or cotrtrol ofa dog or cat or ary other anlmal regulated by thb fHe or ary
person pemlttlng any dog, cat, or other erlrrtal to be, or remaln on, or be lodged or fetl
wlthln such a penon's hou6e, yard or premlses. 'Owner' does not lnclude a veterhar{an or
kenncl operator malntalnlng a dog, cat, or othcr anlmal on thelr prcmlses for a perlod of
IesE than thlrty (30) days.

Persan means and lncludes any form ofbuslness or social org4nlzatlon and any other
rongoyernmental Iegal entlty lncludltrg, but trot llmlted to a coqloratlon, partnershlp,
assoclatlon, trust, or unhcorlorated organlzatlon, a Datnral penson, and the mascullne
gendcr as used lncludes the femlnlne. The term does not lnclude a government
governmental agency, or polltlcal subdlvlslou of a governnent

Pourd meaas aty faclllty deslgnated by the Board, lncludlng any faclllty deslgnated by the
Clty Councll, used for recelvlng and boldlng dogs or any other anlmal rrgulated by thls
tltle. Also referred to as a Shelten

Sec. 6,04 - Dogs

(1) Dog Llcenses.

a. License requirentenls. Ercept for ilogs lrelng used for the purpose of
herdlng llvestock or the protectlon ofllvestock agrlnst predatoN o[
farm or ranch property deslgnated as greenbelt by the assessor,
kennels or anlmal hospltals operated by a llcensed veterlnarlan,
every dog oyer the age ofsh months shall be llcensed.

b. Licerce fees. The fees for dog llcenses aud tags, other than dogs
housed ln a kennel, shall be establlshed ard modllled by resolutlon
ofthe councll,

(c) Running at lorge is prohibiled- It ls unlawful for any owner or person havhg
custody, control, or possesslon ofany dog to permlt the saBe to trespass oD aDy
prlvate propeffy owned by another or to ruu at large on atry stre€t, alley, court,
park, school playground, rlght-of-way or private street open for use to the general
publlc. The anlmal control OIIIcer or hls or her duly auttorlzed representetlve
may tranqulllze a dog at large to ald lts capture. In the event ofan aggresslve dog
at large lhat ls a threat to publlc safety ln whlch a safe capture cannot be made
uslng tranqulllzatlon, the antnal control Olflcer may use or authorlze any
reasonalrle means necessary, lncludlng ilestructlon of the anlrnal, to capture the
anlmal.



(d) Impoundment and redemptlon provlslons.

(2) Notlce of lmpoundment dlsposltlon of unclalmed dogs.

c" Aay slclq lrtured, mutllated or darnaged ilog lmpounded pur$ratrt to thls
tltle may be dlsposed of hnrnedlately.

Sec. 5.05. - Pmhlblted Acts

(a) Noisy oninab.It Is unlawful for any peniol owrlng, possesslng, or havlng charge
of custody of any anlmal to cause, permlt sulfer, or allow the dog to perslsteu0y
aDd habltlally howl, bark, bay, cry, or Ea[e any [olse a[allble beyond the
bounilarles ofthc pnoperty on whlch the ilog Is sltuatcd for a! ertended perlod of
ttne. No summons atrd complalnt or cltatlon shrll be lssued for a vloladon of thls
sedlon udess there are at least two (2) or more complalnlng wltnesses tom
separate householils who have slgned such complatnt Such ertended perlod of
tlme shall conslst of constant barldng baylng, crylng howllng, or maklng of
habltually makhg auy uolse for slrty (60) mlnutes contlnuously or more durlng
atry twenty-forr (24) hour perloil between the houns of l0 pm ard 6 am. Dogs
maklng noke ln rcsponss to a person trrspasslng, threatenlIg to trespass, teashg
or provoklng the dog; or dogs whlle worklng as Iaw enforcement canlne or
worklng dog pursuant to 6.04.01, shall not be ileemed a vlolatlon,

(b) Abondonnmtt o:f onimob. It ls unlawful for any person ownlng, possesslng or
havlng charge of custody of any anlmal

(c) Leave the aninal wlthout fooil or waler h auy publlc or prtvate place

(d) Move a resldence or buslness wlthout provldhg for the transportatlon of the
an[naI

(e) Abandon the antmal on or adtacent to any publlc street road, alley, highwaS or
other publlc place or vlolate any provlslon of the NRS 574.110 or lts current
adopted verclon,

(D Leave the anlmal ln a motor vehicle where lt may sulfer from erposure to heat or
cold. Anlmal control may rtnove an anlmal from a motor vehlcle eulferlng or
dlstressed from erpos[re to extrcme heat or cold. The Sherllf or hls deputy nay
lmpound a vehlcle ln whlch an anlmal ls enclosed. The anlmal control officer Eay
lmpound the enclosed anlmal The vehtcle and anlmal may be released upon
payDent of the costs of lmpoundment and,ln the dlscretlon of the Clty anlmal
control omcer, lhe lssuance of a cltatlon. The cost of lmpouEdment of the vehlcle
and anlmal most be pald by the person rcsponslble for the anlmal.

G) Leave the anltral h cutody of tte Shelter alter belrg notllled of the anhnal's
tnpoundrnent Owners EE6t coDtact the shelter and arrange to reclalm or
sumender the pct before the end ofthe holdhg perlod.

@) Beeding and waterlng blg game anfunals, estray' and wlld horses. It ls unlawful for
a pemor lo feed and/or water any blg game animal, estray horse or wlld horse
wlthln 1,500 feet of the hlghway rlght-olway of U.S. Elgbway 50A, 95A, Int€rstate
80 State Route 828 (F'arm Dlstict Road), and State Route 42? (Maln Street) ard
any school zone unless the area ls securely fenced to prevent the allmals ftnm



wa[dedog hto the highway rlght-of-way or as unlesr the person ls assoclated wlth
au approved feral horse rescue group conductlng a removal operatlon.

0) Deprlvatlon ofgustenance or shelten It shall be unlawful to deprlve any anlmal of
recessary sustenance, food, drlnk, or shelter, or ertrlose to the elements ofthe
weathsr and the e(rene heat or colG or refuse to obtah vetcrharlan medlcal
care for lllaess, lnJury, dlsease, or lnflrmlty, or wlllfully lnstlgate, engage ln, or ln
any way forther an act of cruelty to any anlrnal, or aDy act to pmduce such
cruelty.

0) No puppy, Htten, or other young mammel may be rehomed or removed from lts
mother or Uttcmate untll lt has reached the age of 8 weeks. Thlr does not hclude
lf the mother has dled ofan accldent or lllress or ls unable to be located wlthln a
perlod of 24 hours. The erceptlon to thls ls lf the youlg are transfered to a
recognlzed anlmal rescue organlzadon.

Sec. 6.13 - Permlt rwocatlon condltlons.

(a) Any permlt lssued under thls dlle shall be revoked lf the anhnal, wlthout
provocatlon, bltes or attempts to blte any person or anlmal lawfully upotr the
pemlt holder's property or upon any other property or vlolates any condltlons
set by the anlmal servlces department

Sec. 6.17 - Retail sale of dogs and cats ln a commerclal establlshment.

(a) The retall sale (hcludhg both prlmary and accessory use) ofdogs and cats h pet
stores and./or commerclal establlshrnents shall be prohlblted.

O) A pet store may provlde space to an anlmal rescue organlzaflon to olfer to the
publlc dogs or cats for adopdon; prordiled that the pet store shall not have any
ownenship lnterest ln the anlmals olfered and sball uot recelve any fee for
provldlng space or for the adoptlon ofany ofthe anlmals.

Sec. 5.18. - Taldng possesslon of anlmal belng tr€ated cruelly; notlce to owner; llen for cost
of care; dlsposltlon of anlmal; llablllty of peace ofllcer or anlmal contrcl olllcer; llmltatlons
and procedure when anlmal ls located on agr:lcdtural lanrl.

Ercept as otherwlse provlded lD IYRS 574.201 to 574.204, hcluslve:

(a) Any peace olficer or anlmal control officer shall, upon dlscoverlng any anlnal
whlch ls belng treated cruelly, take possesslon of lt and provlde lt wltb shelter anrl
care or, upon obtalnlng wrltlen permlsslon from the owner of the anlmal, may
destroy lt ln a huma[e maEtrer.

(b) The Clty may contract with auy peIson or agercy, lnclodlng volunteen, to care for
an auimal that ls selzed and lmpounded for evldentlary purposes or p[r:s[ant to
other provisions ofthls secflon.

(c) If an oIIIcer takes possesslon ofan anlmal the olllcer shall glve to the owner,If the
owrer car be found, a nodce contalnlng a wrltten statement of the rcasons forthe
takhg, the locatlon where the anlmal wlll be cared for and sheltered, the fact that
there is a llmlteil llen on the anlmal for the cost of shelter and care and notlce of
the rlght ofthe owrer to request a hearlng pursuant to IIIRS 574.203 wlthln 5 rlays



after recelpt ofthe nollce. If the ow[er ls not present at the taklng and the oIIIcer
camot lhd the owler after a rreasonable seaNh, the oltrcer shall post the uotice on
the property from whlch the oltrcer takes the anlmal If the ldendty and address of
the owner are later iletermiaeil, the nodce must be malled to the owner
lmrnsfllately 2fter the determlnadon lr made.

(d) Nothing ln thls sectlon shall be construed to pmhlblt rhe Clty, after selzure of an
anlmal by a peace olllcer, anlmal control offlcer, or othenrlse authorlzed
pe$onnel, from taklng possesslon of and placlng the anlmal o! a protectlve
custody hold whel the Clty deems the animal to be of evldendary value ln any
crlmhal prosecutlon rclatlng to the condldon of the anlnal If the Clty htends to
take possesslon of and rttaln an anlmal as evldence ln any criminal prosecutlon,
the Clty shall promptly provlde wrltten notlce to the appropriate court of
Jurlsillctlon.

(e) An oltrcer who takcs possesslon of an anlmal puBuant to thls sectlon has a llen on
the anlmal for the rrasonalrle cost of care and shelter fumlshed to the admal atrd,
lf appllcable, for 16 hunane dcatrucdon The llen does not extend to the cost of
care and shelter for more than 2 weeks.

(f) Upon proof that the owrer has been notlfled ln accordance wlth the provlslons of
subsecdon (c) or, If the owner has not been found or ldentllled, that the rtqulred
Dotlce has beer posted on the property where the admal was found, a court of
competeDt Jurkdlctlon may, after provldlng an opportunlty for a hearing, order
the anlmal sold at aucflon, humanely destmyed or contlnued in the care of the
oflIcer for such dlsposltlon as the ol[cer sees llt

(g) An oltrcer who setzes an anlmal prrsuant to thls sectlon ls not llable for any
actlor arlslng out of the taking or hmane destructlon of the anlnal.

(h) The provtstons of thls sec0on do not apply to any anlmal whlch ls located on land
belng employed for agrlcultural use as deffned ln I\RS 3614"030 unless the owtrer
ofthe anlrnal or the person charged wlth the care ofthe anlmal ls ln vlolatlon of
paragraph (c) of subsectlon 1 of NRfl 574.100 and the lmpoundment ls
accompllshed wlth the concurrence and supervlslon ofthe sherllfor the sherilPs
designeq a llcensed veterlnarlan and the dlstlct braud luspector or the dlstrlct
brand lnspector's derlgnee. Ir such a case, the sherllf shall dlret that the
lmpouldment occur not later than 48 hours after the veterinarian detelmhes that
a violatlon of paragraph (c) of subsectlon 1 of I\RS 574.100 erlsts.

(i) The owner of an anlnal lmpounded lD accordatrce with the provlslons of
subsectlon @) must, before the anlmal ls released to the owner's custody, pay the
charges approveil by the sheriff as rrasonably rclated to the lmpoundment,
includlng the charges for the enlmal's food and water. If the onner ls unable or
refuse to pay the charges, the State Department ofAgrlculture shall sell the
anlmal, The Department shall pay to the owner the proceeds of the sale remalnhg
after d€ducdng the charges reasonably related 1o the inpoundment

Sec. 6.19-Rlght to request hearing; tlmlng of headng

(a) If an anlmal ls selzed and impoutrdeal by aD anlrral control oficer, SherllPs
Deputy, or otherwlse authorized personnel, pureuant to a vlolation of IYRS
574.070, 574.100, f,'emley Municipal Code Sec. 6.05 @) or due to three or Eore
vloladons of Fernley Munlcipal Code Sec" 6.04 (C) ln a ole year perioil of flme'



or any other rppllcable vlolatlon of Fernley Munlclpal Code or Nevada Revlsed
Statute resulfllg h the lmpoundment and selzure of au anlnal, the person must
be notlf,ed ln accordarce with the provlslons of subsectloo (c) of f,'errley
Munlclpal Code Sec 6.18 and be notltred of hl6 or her rlght to request a hear.lDg
wlthhr 5 days after recelpt ofthe notlce to determine whether the persoD ls the
owner of the anlmal aud whether the person ls able to provlde adcquate care and
shelter to the anlmal The persor Eust rcquest a hearlng pursuant to thls
subsectlon wlthln 5 ilays after recelpt ofthe nodce pursuant to thls subsectlon

(b) If a persou who ls charged wlth a vloladon of l\[RSl 574.070, S74.10Q Femley
Munlclpal Code Sec 6.05 @), or Sec. 6.04 (C), or any other appllcable vlolatlon
of Femley Munlclpal Code or Nevada Revlsed Statute rerulthg h th€
lnpoundment and selzure ofan 1nlm1l, flss3 11st req[est a hearllg p[rsuant to
subsectlon (a), or an ovner of the anfunal has not been ldentllled wlthln 5 days of
the lmpound, the Coulty/Clty/Shelter, shall transfer ownenhlp of the antnal to
an aulnal rescue organlzadon, anlmal shelter or another penon who ls able to
provlde adequate care and shelter to the anlmal

(c) If the court recelves a tlnely rcqrest punuant to subsectlon (a), the court shall
hold a hearlry wtthln 15 Jurllclal days after recelpt of the reguest to determlne
whether the person ls the owner ofan anlmal and whether the person ls able and
flt to ptovlde adequate care and rhelter to the anlmal

(il) Ifa person who ls charged with a vlolaflon of I\IRS 574.070, 574.100, Fernley
Munlclpal Code Sec. 6.05 @), or Sec. 6.04 (C), or any other appllcable vlolatlon
of f,'ernley Munlclpal Code or Nevaila Revlsed Statute rcsultlng ln the
lmpouDdnent atrd selzure of an anlmal, submlts a tlmely request for a headrg,
the owler shall post wlth the Court a bond ln the fom of cash or a surety's
oo6s*atlng to defray some of the cost of care for the antnal. The bond amount
shall be propordonal to the type of selzure and per anlmal selzed or lmpounded.
The owuer ehall post the bond wlthln 5 Judlcial days of the notlce of
lrnFoundment by anlmal contml, provliled uader Sectlor 6.18 ercludlng
weekends and Clty holldays. If ths 6srs1 falls [6 post the bond wlthla the
speclned dme, the owner rhall be deemed to have abandoned the antnal. The
Clty may dlspose of the abandoned anlmal as authorlzed ln thls Ordlnanca

(e) Bond tr'ees shall be set by the Anlnal Servlccs Progzm Managen
(D tr'or the purpose of conductlng a hearlng pursuant to thls secdon, the court may

conslder:
(.1) Testlmony of the peace olllcer or anftnal control olllcer who took possesslon

of or tnpounded the anhnal or other wlhesses concemlng the condltlons
urder whlch the animal was owned or kept;

(2) Testlmony and evldence rtlateal to veterhary care provlded to the anlmal,
lncludlng wlthout ltritatlon, the degrre or type ofcare provlded to the
a Eal;

(3) Expert testlno[y as to conmurlty standards for the reasouable care ofa
slmllar anlmal;

(4) Testlmony of wltnesses concerning the hlstory of treatnent of the anlmal or
aoy other arlmal owned or possessed by the person;

I
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(5) Hor anests or coavlctlous related to subJecthg an anhal to an act of
cruelty lr vlolatlon ofNRS 574.070 or 574.100; and

(O Any other evldence whlch the court determhes ls relevant

Sec. 6.20- Determlnatlons of court

(a) Ifthe court determlnes by clear and convlnclng evldence thst the person charyed
ls the owner ofthe anlmal and the perton ls able and [t to provlde adequate care
and ghelter for the antnal the court shall order the pcrson or the deslgnee ofthe
person to take possession of the a nal not later than 3 days after the lssuance of
the orden If the anlnal ls not retrleved wlthln 3 calendar days, the aninral wlll
become property of the shelten

(b) If the court detemlnes that there ls uot clear and convlnclng evldence that the
person charged ls the owner ofthe anlmal or that the person b Eot able and llt to
provlde adequate care and shelter for the anlnal, the court shall order:
(1) The person not to owtr or possess the anlmal; and
(2) The couuty, clty or other local govetanent to take fuII legal custody or

transfer the a Eal to an anlmal rescue otganlzatlon, anlmal shelter or
another penson who ls aDIe to provlde adequate care aud shelter to the
anlmal

(c) If the court makes a determlnatlon plrr3ua[t to subsectlon @), the co[rt may:
(1) Order the lmpoundnent of any olher anlmals omed or possessed by the

penon charged; or
(2) EnJoln the pen on from owrlng or possesslng any animal

Sec. 6.21. - Recovery of costs for care and shelter.

(a) If the court makes a determlnatlotr pumuant to subsectlon (b) of Femley
Munlclpal Code 6.20, the county, clt5r or other local govemment or anlmal shelter
may by approprlate action rccover the reasonable cost of any car€ anal shelter
fumlshed to the antnal The court may order a later and separate headrg to
Eake a determlnatlon about such costs.

(b) Upon forfelture of an anlmaln the Court shall forfelt the bond to pay the cost o[
care lncurrtd for the anlmal. If the bond exceeds the cost of care, the Court shall
erorerate the bond amount and order the securlty netumed to the onner otrly to
the ertent the bond exceeds the cost of care lncurrrd for the anlmal.

(c) Ifat the concluslon ofthe hearilrg pursuatrt to secdon 6.19, the anlnal ls not
forfelted the Conrt shall order the bond exonerated and the securlty r€tumed to
the owner mlnns the cost of care lncurred for the anlmal The anlmal mmt be
rcHeved from the Shelter or other approvetl humane rescue, volunteer, or olher
organlzaflon that has been carlng for the pet wlthln 3 calendar days, Should the
anLnal not be retrleved, the pet wlll lre consldered abandoned and become the
property ofthe Shelter, humane rtscue, voluntesr, or other orjanlzatlon ln
posseslon of tbe animal.

Sec. 6.22, - Llcense requlred for bneeder kennels

(a) The owner of any dog fancier or commerclal breeder kennel, ln the clty must
obtaln and keep a current llcense for each kennel. The llcense, unless surtrndered
or revoked, ls vallil for one year from the date oflssne.



(b) Au unerpireil llcense may Ire rcneneil by submltdng an appllcatlon and fee thlrty
(30) days before the date of erplradon. After approval by anlmal control the date
of lssuance of the llcensg whlch ls rencweq ls the date the llceuse would have
erpired.

(c) A dog fancter or commerclal breeiler kennel llcense ls not transferable to a nm'
owner or operator.

(d) A dog fancler or commertlal breeder kennel that houses more dogs thaa lt was
llcenseil for ls consldered to De unllcemed atrd thls comdtutes grounds for
pyoklng lhe llcense to operate the frclllty.

(e) The anlmal control omcer must rwlew the appllcatlon for a dog fancler or
commerclal breeder kennel llcense or lts relrewal, l$pect the keEnel, and then
elther grant or deny the llcensa If the declsloa ls for denlal, the reasons for the
denlal must be stated. Denlal ofa llcense or lts renerwal ls subJect to appeal before
the Clty CounclL

($ All dog irncler and comrnerclal breerler Lenneli must meet the followlng
rcqulrements to be llcensed:
(1) lndoor or outdoor enclosures (cages, kennels, or runs) must be provliled for

each anlmal house. These euclosures must be constructed of lmpeMous
materlal tr'loors must be made of metal, flllerglass, or concrete, complefely
covered wlth a no!-penneable surface, or other approved floorlng, and must
be deslgned for rapld dralnage ofsudace water, AII enclosures must be kept
clean and ihy and outdoor kennels must provide aulmals protectlon from the
raln, snow, wlnd, sutr and hclement weathen Enclosurts houslng animals
must be cleaned dally wtth a dlslnfectant, cleanser, or chlorlne bleach.
Enclosures cannot be stacked. Enclosures must be constructed as to prevent
the anlmals lnslde from bittrg or other:wlse harmlng another anlmal or person
ou&lile of the enclosure.

(2) Cleanlng materlals sullicient to clean the entlrc faclllty must be presetrt at
tlme oflnspectlon. Cleaping supplles must be stored separately from food
supplles.

(3) Buildtng temperaturcs must he malntalnerl at a comfortable level wlth
adequate ventilation by wlndows, iloors, yents, fans, or EVAC system.
Bulldlng temperaturcs must remaln cool durlng a perlod for whlch tLe
Natlonal Weather Service has issued a heat advlsory. O[tdoor kernels must
have shade and a place to stay waru when temperatures are below 50 degrees
or protect anlmals when the Natlonal Weather Servlce has lssued a hlgh wtnd,
luclement weather, or freeze wamLng,

(4) Each anlmal must have sulllcient space to stand up, lle down, and furn
arcund ln a natural posltior wlthout touchlng the sldes or top of the
enclosure.

(5) AII anlmals must be fed palatable fooG free from contamhatlon, ln an
amount and wlth a nufftional ralue to meet the normal dally requlrements
for the condltlon and slze of the anlmal

(Q AII anlnals must have fresh water avallable at a[ fltneq unless urder
66srrmg ed v€terlnary dlrtction.



(7) Aly dog over the age of sh motrths must have pmof of a currctrt Bbles
vacclnatlon.

(8) Veterhary care must be provlde4 lf neeiled, to malntaln good health and
general welfare atrd to prerrert sulferlng by anlnals. AII costs for veterlnary
care must be pald for by the kennel or buslness operaton

(9) All anlmal bltes layolvhg any dog housed on the premlses must be reported
lnmedlately to anlmal control purs[ant to Femley M[nlclpal Code 6.07 (C)
or any provblon la Femley Murlclpal Code-

(10) A dog fancler or commerclal breeder kennel must meet the zorltrg crlterla
rrqulred by Chapter 32 and lts locatloD be approved by the pllanntng
department belore apptylng to anhal control for a llcelNe.

(11) Every dog hncler or commerclal breeder kenuel wlll be hrpected to
iletermlne lf the requlrements for the llcense have beeu met before a llcense ls
lssued. Addltloually, every dog fancler or commerclal brceder kenuel wlll be
hspected auually durlng the llcense rcnewal process and could be srblect to
unannounced raDdom hspectlon3 ltrpnghout the duratlon ofthe llcense lf
probable cause of non+ompllance ls establisheil. Ifrequested by anlnal
control durlng lnspeedons, the kennel owner or op€mtor must produce pnoof
of currtnt rables vacchations for each dog over the age of slr months old at
the drrle of lnspectlor

G) A dog fancler or commerclal breeder kennel must, ln addltlon to subsection ($,
meet the followlng requlremenls to be llcensed:
(1) A dog fancler or connerclal breeder kennel mlrst meet the zonltg cr{terla

requlred ln chapters 10 and 32 and be approved by the plannlng department
before applylag to anlnal control for a llcense. Resldentlrl breeders are not
permltted to have buslness llcenses h zonlng areas deslgnated SF 6 SF 9,
SFl2, SF 20, RR12, or RRl (Fernlcy Munlcipal Code 10.01.03)' Sfinctures
must be approved by the Bnilillng Inspecton

(2) Pupples under the age of elght weeks must be housed ln the same enclosure as

thelr mother rvlth sulllclent room for all anlmals to move. The mother must
be able to nove away liom her pupples lf needed.

(3) AII dogs over the age of slr monlhs must have a current Rables llcense
prrsuant to sectlon 6.07 @)

(4) A dog fancter or commerclal breeder kennel may not have morc than slr dogs
over the age ofsh months for parcels rlth llve acr6 and ten dogs over the
age of slx months for parcels llve net acrts or Eot!, lncludlng dogs kept as
pets, at that locatlon. No more than thrce dogs of mked breed or of a breed
dllferent thal the purebred breedlng dogs may be kept as pets or counted h
the total number of dogs allowed at that locafion. All dogs kept as pets Erst
have an ldeDtlficadon mlcrochlp permanently lmplanted or a pemanent
tattoo wlth unlgue rumbers,letters, or a comblnatlon of numbers and letters
to dtstlngulsh the pet dogs from lhe br€edlng dogs. These pet dogs must also
be spayed or neutered to prevent unlntentlonal crcssbreedlng. The mlcrochlp
rtglstratlon number or a descrlpdon of &e tattoo nust be provlded to anlmal
control and llsted o! thc dog llceme lnformatlon of each pet. Breedlng dogs



Eust elther have a reglsterd mlcrochlp or lden licatlon tattoo. Ifso, the
r€glstratlon number or tattoo descrlptlou must also be provlded to anlmal
contro! atrd llsted on the dog Ilcense lnformatlon for those ilogs. Breedlng dogs
atrd pet dogs must be llcensed wlth anlnal control wlthln 30 days of
appllcatlon for a breetler or commertlal breeder kennel perult All dogs kept
as purebred breedlng dogs must have documentatlon of pedlgree from a
recognlzed and accredlted Unlted States dog kennel club. Dogs of mlred
breeils art not eligible to be breil ln thls manner ald wlll not be granted a
breeder's or commerclal breeder's llcetrse for such Utter*

(5) Pupples or dogs may not be solil
a. Unless the puppy or dog has had

l. A reglstered mlcrochlp subcutaneously inserteil lnto the puppy or dog;
and

ll, AII the requlred vacclnatlons whlch are appropr{ate based upon the age
ofthe puppy or dog; and

b. wlthout provldlng a wrltten sale3 contract, return pollcy, and pedlgree to
the purchaser.

(5) AII the above lnformatlon must be provlded to anlmal control wlthln 2
buslness days npon request by the Otfcer.

(7) Breeders shall not breed a female dog
a. before she ls elghteen months olil;
b. more than one tlme ln two years;
c. after the dog has reached the age of nlne years old.
d. to another dog of a dllferent breed.
e. Appllcatlon and lnspectlon fees shall be set by the Anlmal Servlces

Program Managen
(8) Appllcatlon and lnspecdon fees shall be set by the Antnal Servlces Program

Manager.



PROPOSED on the 6th day ofNovernber 2024.

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 20th day of November 2024, by the following vote
ofthe Council:

Ayes: Nuyr,-..1[ Abstentions: Absent:-.[

FERNLEY CITY COUNCIL

By: Date:

Attest B],:

Albert Tomes, Mayor Pro Ton

Kimberly Swanson. City Clerk

ADate:
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